
 

 

 

 

 

200 9 Annual Report  
of the Congregation 

 
 

Christ the King Lutheran 
414 South Church Street 

St. Peters, Mo 63376 

 

 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Submitted: 25 March 2010 
 

 

 

 

 



1 

 

2009 Annual Report 
Christ the King Lutheran Church 

414 South Church Street 

Saint Peters, MO  63376 
________________________________________________________ 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
 Christ the Kingôs Vision, Mission Statement and Core Values  Pg.   2  

 Council Presidentôs Report       Pg.   3  

 Pastorôs Report        Pg.   4  

 Supporting the ELCA Mission      Pg.   5  

 Christ the King 2009 Statistics      Pg.   6  

 Stewardship Ministry Report      Pg.   6  

 Worship Ministry Report       Pg.   7  

 Sunday School Report       Pg. 11  

 Second Sunday Club Report      Pg. 11  

 Family Ministry Report       Pg. 12  

 Annual Family Retreat       Pg. 12  

 Lutheran Adults for Fun and Fellowship (LAFF) Report  Pg. 13  

 Youth Group Report        Pg. 14  

 Vacation Bible School Report      Pg. 16  

 Outreach Ministry Report       Pg. 16  

 Treasurerôs Report        Pg. 19  

 Special Gifts Fund Report       Pg. 20  

 Mutual Fund Report        Pg. 20  



2 

 

 

VISION 

Christ the King is a Christ-centered community of faith, fully engaged in strengthening 
relationships with God, equipping and empowering members for discipleship with the 
Word, the Sacraments and prayer, so that Godôs people may be invited into our 
Christian Family. 

 

MISSION 

We gather to worship, to share the good news of Jesus Christ, and to study the Word as 
we invite others to faith. 
 
We grow together in faith by worshipping, receiving the Sacraments, praying, studying 
the Word, experiencing fellowship, and by serving the congregation and the community. 
 
We go together to serve in Jesusô name, reaching out to all, equipping people with a 
faith that works in everyday life, and inviting people to join our Christian family. 

 

CORE VALUES 

Christ-Centered: 

Jesus Christ is the Lord of His church and our lives.  We strive to listen to His words, 
respond faithfully to His call and follow Him above all the distractions of this world. 

Inviting: 

With open arms, we invite all people as Jesus would. 

Integrity: 

As Disciples of Jesus Christ, we strive to be honest, trustworthy and reliable to bring 
glory to God. 

Spiritual Growth: 

Grounded in Prayer, the Word and Sacraments, we are committed to offer 
opportunities that allow members to grow in their relationship with God. 

Love: 

Responding to Godôs love, we want to share this extraordinary gift and strive for 
Christ-like compassion by assisting those in need. 

Openness: 

We are open to new ideas and ways of doing Godôs work. 

Community: 

We encourage members to reach out into their community.  CTK strives to have a 
positive influence and presence in the community. 
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Council Presidentôs Report 

 

There has been a subtle, but noticeable change at CTK over the past few years. We 
have grown from a congregation that has reacted out of anxiety over financial concerns, 
to a congregation that now acts out of love. Our financial picture changed little, but our 
focus has turned to accomplishing Godôs work in the world. 

The tagline that has recently been adopted by the greater ELCA church is ñGodôs Work, 
Our Hands.ò  In reflecting on 2009, there is much evidence of the ways that the 
members of Christ the King have acted as the hands of God.  The congregation came 
together to support nine youth, and two youth leaders, in a memorable trip to New 
Orleans for the ELCA national youth convocation.  While there, the youth had the 
opportunity to be the hands that do Godôs work in restoration projects around the city.  
The Vacation Bible School program that takes place every summer, inviting the children 
of the community, is another example of Godôs work being done.  Two teams from CTK, 
on two separate summer days, worked on Habitat for Humanity projects, pounding 
hammers with hands doing Godôs work.  The team of volunteers that meets at the 
OASIS Food Pantry once monthly to serve local families in need of food is engaged in 
the work of God.  The outpouring of gift cards for those in need through the Angel Tree 
project is another example of Godôs work being done, as is our support of fair trade 
products through the youth group sales, and The Bridge. Most of all, Godôs work is at 
hand in the way the people of this congregation care for each other, collectively and 
individually. 

It is just not possible to list all the ways and recognize every effort.  The energy, 
enthusiasm, and generosity of this congregation can be amazing and inspiring.  Clearly, 
God provides what is needed for Godôs work to be done. 

It is my hope that the congregation will continue to grow as a praying community so that 
we may best discern how to do Godôs work in the world.  It is also my hope that we will 
continue to look forward with gratitude for the blessings God has granted us. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sara Nave 
Congregational Council President 
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Pastorôs Report 

 
St. Paul wrote to the church in Philippi, Donôt worry about anything, but in all your 
prayers ask God for what you need, always asking with a thankful heart.  And 
Godôs peace, which is far beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts 
and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus.       Philippians 4:6-7 
 

The hearts and minds of the community of faith doing ministry in and through 

Christ the King Church have hearts and minds safe and in union with Jesus Christ.   

Á Prayers for food for O.A.S.I.S. and our prayers for workers to distribute those 
gifts have been answered in spades.    

Á Prayers for a new way to do ministry outside our four walls have been answered 
with the opportunities to serve and support The Bridge in New Town with other 
local churches.  It offers a comfortable place for coffee and conversation.  Fair 
trade products, gifts and food, are available to support ministries around the 
globe. 

Á Prayers that our worship services are pleasing to God have been answered 
through the gifts of musicians, readers, altar attendants, ushers, acolytes, and 
greeters. 

Á Prayers for our youth to attend the ELCA Youth Event in New Orleans were 
answered so generously that there are seed funds for future youth service 
events. 

Á Prayers for leaders to teach and share the faith with children and adults have 
been answered by generous, gifted and willing leaders. 

Á Prayers for leaders to correlate our all our ministries were answered by the 
seven persons serving on the Congregation Council. 

My prayer this day is a prayer of thanksgiving for all of the blessings God has bestowed 
on our community of faith.  We are richly blessed. 

Thank you for your generosity of time, talent and treasures within and without our 
community of faith.  Especially I want to thank you for your care and concern following 
my surgery.  The cards, notes, calls, meals and books helped with a speedy and 
complete recovery.   Also, thank you for your gift at Christmas. 

Now, what should we pray for in this new year of 2010? Where do you think God is 
leading us?  Whatever our prayers, we shall pray with thankful hearts, and Godôs peace, 
which is far beyond human understanding, will keep our hearts and minds safe in union 
with Christ Jesus. 

 

Shalom! 

Pr. Van 
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What We Accomplish Together in Supporting the ELCA Mission 

 

A Financial Expression of Faith 

A budget accounts for the resources an organization uses to fulfill its vision. But for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), our budget does something more.  It 
begins to tell the story of peoplesô lives transformed, of Godôs boundless love shared 
with the world. Itôs the financial expression of our faith. 

Guided by five strategic priorities, the churchwide budget sustains our work as we: 
support congregations; grow in evangelical outreach; step forward as a public church; 
deepen and extend our global, ecumenical and interfaith relationships; and bring forth 
and support faithful, wise and courageous leaders. 

In 2009 Christ the King Lutheran Church contributed $2,767 dollars to the Central 
States Synod.  A portion of your financial support will travel through the three 
expressions of the ELCA and, together with the offerings of other members, fund the 
following ministries: 

Á Approximately 204 congregations under development 

Á 49 new starts under way in 2008, including 33 new congregations under 
development 

Á 159 existing congregations intentionally focused on renewal 

Á 260 missionaries in 50 countries 

Á Support of ministry and projects in over 90 countries 

Á 8 seminaries 

Á 28 colleges and universities 

Á 187 campus ministries 

Á 1,530 Lutheran early childhood education centers, includes birth to age five 

Á 267 Lutheran elementary schools, K-8 

Á 147 outdoor ministries 

Á Health and pension benefits for retired clergy, missionaries and lay church 
workers 

Á Long-term community development 

Á Advocacy with the United Nations, federal and state governments and corporate 
development 

Á Partnerships with The Lutheran World Federation, World Council of Churches 
and National Council of Churches in Christ 

This is only a snapshot of the work being done by this church in Godôs name, thanks to 
the generous support of members like you. 

This information was reproduced from the ELCA 2010 Stories of Faith in Action publication. 
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Christ the King Lutheran Church Statistics ï 2009 

 

MEMBERSHIP HISTORY 

 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

460 / 133 442 / 119 258 / 83 225 / 58 238 / 60 

    Membership / Average Attendance 

 
BAPTISMS:  Lauren Routh, Joey Trendle, Joe Trendle, and Frederick Morton 
 
WEDDINGS: Eleonora Riley and Frank Leisti 
 
FUNERALS: Kenneth Bailey and Von von Wolfseck 
 

Stewardship Ministry Report 

 

2009-2010 Congregation Financial Response 

 Current Benevolence Building Total 

Pledged 2008 $64,504   $8,888 $26,264 $99,656 

Pledged 2009 $39,680   $7,228 $17,268 $64,176 

Pledged 2010 $47,500 $12,584 $12,344 $72,428 

November the 8th marked the final Sunday for collecting 2010 Financial Commitment 
forms and Time & Talent sheets ending with a well attended ñPerfect Attendance 
Sundayò and Potluck luncheon celebration.  The Stewardship Ministry team, on behalf 
of our congregation wants to personally thank the 35 individuals/families that made a 
financial commitment for 2010 and the 43 individuals who offered their time and talent to 
the many ministries that support our mission at Christ the King. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Mike Wraspir 
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Worship Ministry Report  

Members:  Sue Christensen, Charlotte Herbert, Pastor Norma J. Vander Meer, and Bev 
Wraspir 

The year 2009 was another beginning.  The staff, pastor and team identified areas to 
promote ways to communicate and develop systems to plan, design, and implement 
worship services.  This was the first full year with pastor on board and we look forward 
to more guidance, direction, and input going forward. 

We focused on nurturing our Lordôs mission at CTK as we assisted in preparations for 
various service orders and events in sharing our Lordôs message to members and the 
community.  We rejoice in everyoneôs support for CTK! 

We appreciate and thank those involved who have been leaders (within the 
congregation and the community) to help and serve in many areas to keep the worship 
life at CTK strong and full of His grace. 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
(To God Alone Give Praise!) 

TOPICS: 

Mission Visioning ï Looking into the Future ï In the Neighborhood 

Á ELCA Churchwide Assembly June 2009 update 

Á Vacation Bible School ï July 6-10 

Á ELCA Youth Gathering, Jesus, Jazz, Justice Youth trip to New Orleans in July 

Á Focus on Ministries to connect during worship: OASIS, Habitat for Humanity, CTK 
Pumpkin Patch, The Bridge presentations and opportunities shared 

Á Support for September Camping Family Retreat, worship with communion service 

Á Joint worship for Thanksgiving with Christ Church 

Á Seed for the Parish ï publication introduced and articles shared for worship 
planning, resources, global information 

Worship Service Enhancements / Changes 

Á Altar Guild ï communion preparation addressed, purificators and paten replaced, 
added baptism candles to inventory,  Red altar paraments completed with 
assistance from Pastor Van, Bev, Sue, and Connie Bellinghausen 

Á Baptismal Font ï Hans Neas repaired wood surfaces, new basin bowls purchased 
by Charlotte, bamboo and brass, supply of distilled water available to use 

Á Communion format for servers revised and direction to counter-clockwise 

Á Bulletin additions implemented regarding communion/blessing direction for 
children/youth and updated ELCA logo.  New look layout format introduced in fall 

Á Worship leader Assistant and Acolyte guidelines updated 

Á Acolyte Training and refresher class held February 8, for eight youth 

Á Added Eucharist invitation to bulletin and Assistantôs announcements 

Á Reserve Roping added to usherôs supplies for use in seating changes as needed 

Á Early service options discussed and not possible to resume at this time 

Á Omission of Common Cup for Communion during flu season 

Á Childrenôs church bags discontinued in October temporarily during influenza 
season 
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Worship Ministry Report 

Worship Service Enhancements / Changes 

Á Summer worship service schedule revisited and decided to remain as is 

Á Pulpit supply Sundays ï staff trained to assembly materials needed for worship 
leaders 

Á Chrismons ornament inventory repaired for tree decorating by Bev 

Á Wireless (Lavalier) Microphone/system to be updated ï funds through special 
Christmas Birthday collection ($491); plus Thrivent Financial matching funds, 
research and recommendation in 2010 

Music Developments / ELW (Evangelical Lutheran Worship) Renewing Worship / 
Resources 

Á Continued schedule for music groups on Sundays: 2nd & 4th-Adult Choir, 
1st & 3rd-open 

Á Hymn Sing format adopted ï held on last Sunday of month, omit during 
Advent/Lent; for Reformation used hymns written by Martin Luther; new songs to 
learn will be a bulletin insert 

Á Keyboard malfunction on December 28, 2008, repair researched; August 23 not 
working; loaner available from member, Gail Satterthwaite; based on diagnosis 
current equipment not recommended to repair; replacement researched; 
anonymous donor keyboard installed October 15 

Á Recognition of Music ministry on Pentecost May 31- uplifted by council President, 
Sara Nave 

Á Vacation Bible School (VBS) songs offered by children during Sunday service 
following VBS program-July 12 

Á Dulcimers with keyboard and ófolk songsô at Service of Rogation, August 16 
Á Adult Choir season began September 2 
Á Special Music - New group formed, Mother/Daughter sextet sang on Christmas 

Eve 
Á Steve was keyboardist and directed youth and adult instrumentalists for Christmas 

Pageant 
Á Continued with One License package that includes ELW, plus structure for Sunday 

& Seasons program as tool for planning worship 
Á Discussed service order, revisions, traditions, resources, plans and expectations 

with pastor 
Á Requested new hymns and liturgy from ELW and other resources to be printed as 

bulletin insert for members to learn 

Administrative Items 

Á 2009 Budget submitted for approval at congregational meeting on January 11 

Á 2008 Annual Report submitted February 12 

Á Recognition of CTK teams by Council, Worship Team on February 8  

Á Annual congregational meeting April 26 ï review of 2008 report and Narrative 
Budget 

Á Lent Offerings-approx $100, designee, Project Cope 

Á Rogation Service (August) - noisy collection offering, designee, Synodôs Kiva Loan 
program, $200 

Á Thanksgiving Eve Offering ï designee, Nelson Family  
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Worship Ministry Report 

Administrative Items (continued) 

Á August 23 through September 13-Pr. Ron Brooker; Pastorôs surgery absence 

Á CTK Camera ï requested facility camera to council, and to be office maintained  

Á Influenza Alert Planning - safety measures in place to prepare for flu season as 
pertains to the worship experience 

Á Time & Talent Form ï revised Worship Section 

Á Review of Time & Talent submitted forms with noticeable decline in some service 
areas, need to double up  

Á Christmas Decorations ï Team coordinated details for tree, wreath, pine roping, 
flower orders, nativity and removal post Christmas.  Youth group and adults 
leaders assisted in these arrangements.  New permanent decorations and storage 
items were purchased for cost-cutting measures in the future. 

Á Recommendation to council regarding staff responsibilities, meeting with staff 
(Pastor, Debbie, and Stephen) and team-December 13 to review expectations and 
planning for Sunday services 

Á Submitted 2010 Narrative Budget and 2010 Budget figures  

Service / Events / Calendar 2009 

Á February 25 - Ash Wednesday 7 pm, Traditional service with Imposition of Ashes 

Á Lent midweek service format-use of Creative Communications series, By His 
Stripes: Healing Wounded Relationships; soup suppers offered prior to services, 
invitations extended to guest churches ï Joy Community and Chinese Lutheran 
Church; CTK teams led in service: Worship, Outreach, Council, Adult Choir, Youth, 
attendance average-23 

Á Palm Sunday, April 5-repeated order from Eco-Palms as previous year 

Á Maundy Thursday, April 9 - 7 pm Eucharist (pilgrim format) and stripping of the 
altar ritual during reading of Psalm 88 by Frank Leisti, Adult choir 

Á Good Friday, April 10- 7 pm traditional Tenebrae (Service of Darkness); Creative 
Communications service order with readings, candles, strepitus, choir offering 

Á Easter, April 12 ï breakfast sponsored by Youth Group; music, Adult Choir 

Á April 19 ï Guest Pastor Dave Swan 

Á May 31 ï Pentecost/Music Groups Appreciation Sunday, invited to wear red; red 
geranium flowers for chancel contributed by members; red cross drape 

Á June 7 ï Holy Trinity-Guest Rev. Albert Weidlich (annual Synod Assembly) 

Á July 19 ï Commission Liturgy for Youth and Mission Trip to New Orleans (7/22-
26); Blessing for Travelers rite 

Á August 2 ï Jesus, Justice, Jazz Youth Trip summary w/ appreciation luncheon 

Á August 16- Stewardship of Creation ï Service of Rogation; uplift CTK ministries 
relative: CTK Pumpkin Patch, Fair Trade program, The Bridge; CTK Family 
Retreat; special music with dulcimers, keyboard, folk songs, Noisy 
offering/collection ($200)-designee Synodôs Kiva Loan program 
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Worship Ministry Report 

Service / Events / Calendar 2009 (continued) 

Á August-Pastor Brooker ï ñHard Thingsò Series: Hard Sayings, Hearts, Work, 
Conclusions September 11-13; Camping Retreat, Pierre Marquette Park in IL; 
Saturday, 5pm Eucharist worship service 

Á October ï 25 ï Reformation ï invited to wear red; Hymn sing with hymns written 
by Martin Luther 

Á November 1 ï All Saints Sunday, Rite of Remembrance-Memorial Flower Bouquet 
with white carnations by members and white roses of members deceased on altar.  
Memorial services held for Ken Bailey (1/15), Wolfgang óVonô von Wolfseck (9/9) 

Á November 8-Stewardship-Commitment Sunday w/potluck 

Á November 22 ï Christ the King Sunday; end of church year; New Members 
received 

Á November 25 ï Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7 pm-CTK hosted and invited Christ 
Church followed with dessert fellowship, Adult choir, attendance-19 

Á Advent Festival ï December 5, 10-Noon; no midweek Advent services 

Á Christmas Youth program-December 13, 7 pm ï óThe Littlest Magiò, tale by Chris 
Auer 

Á December 24, Thursday-Christmas Eve, celebration of Candlelight, Carols, and 
Communion service, 7 pm; recitation of Luke 2 by Jacqueline Blank; Adult choir, 
special music by Mother/Daughter sextet 

h 
 

Communicate to US! ï We invite and encourage any and all questions, concerns or 
information to share in our ñWhy In Worshipò newsletter resource for communicating. 

We continue to look for ways of serving our Lord Jesus in the worship experience with 
fellow members and visitors.  Please contact any team member with ideas, suggestions, 
or concerns regarding this mission. 

Be Committed! ï ñA commitment is a choice to bind ourselves to something or 
someone outside of ourselves.  It is a choice, the free exercise of our power, to stick to 
it, no matter what.  There is often a high price to commitments...but there are also 
blessings attached to commitments that can be gained in no other way.ò  Pastor Kerry 
Nelsen 

CTK committed to:   First Class SERVICE at Worship SERVICE in HIS SERVICE! 

Dear God, help us to plunge deeply into life by honoring the commitments we make.  
Help us ï remember Jesus, Godôs commitment to us.  In His name, Amen! 
Grace and Blessings to YOU! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Charlotte Herbert 
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Sunday School 

At CTK we offer childrenôs Sunday School for ages 4 through 12 using the One Room 
Sunday School curriculum.  This program is structured around four sessions of thirteen 
lessons per session, covering the months September through May.  The lessons are 
designed to connect together and flow through a certain period of the Old or New 
Testament.  Class gathers on Sundays at 9:00 AM for approximately one hour in the 
childrenôs corner of the multi-purpose room.  We use a teaching rotation approach 
consisting of two teachers per Sunday with a total of four sets of teachers. 

Our attendance has become much more consistent and this year we have seen an 
increase in visitors along with new members.  Our motto this year is ñOur Hands, Godôs 
Work.ò  You can view our tree with the students photos affixed to hands displaying this 
phrase in the childrenôs Sunday School area.  We continue to offer attendance prizes at 
4, 8, 12 and 16 visits.  While last year we had only a small number qualify for a prize 
with 16 attendances for the entire class year, this year we already have ten children 
working toward 12 attendances, and we just completed our 14th class.  A huge and 
welcomed improvement!  And for a welcome to visitors or new members, we now 
present a Welcome Gift Bag to thank them for joining us, in whatever capacity! 

I would like to acknowledge those who bring their gifts as teachers to this program; Jim 
and Kathy LaChance, Duane Nelson, Kevin and Paula Routh, Kyle Routh, and my 
teaching partner and husband, Jerry Fields.  Thank you all for your time, talents and 
investments in our kids, our program and our church.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Connie M. Akers 
Childrens' Sunday School Coordinator 

 

Second Sunday Club (SSC) 

Second Sunday Club is for children in 4th - 6th grades.  It is designed to keep them 
connected to Church activities and the congregation outside of Sunday School.  The 
activities are primarily service oriented.  They joined the Youth Group on numerous 
outings, game nights and events.  SSC continues to make sure there are pencils in the 
Sanctuary and to assist in training new acolytes.  There was a half lock-in in March 
where they brought two or three friends each to church for an evening of service and 
fun.  The SSC made cards that were donated to the Senior citizens center.  They 
planted live grass for decorations and assisted the Youth Group by bussing tables at the 
Easter breakfast.  They collected cake mixes for OASIS.  They continued their tradition 
of making and filling Christmas stockings for OASIS, this year they filled 52 stockings. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Charlene Waggoner 
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Family Ministry Report  

The Family Ministry team had a fun 2009 with the following events:  

April 4: Easter Egg Hunt 
We decided to have the egg 
hunt the week prior to Easter 
verses the Saturday before and 
were pleased with the results.  
We had approximately twenty-
five kids in attendance.  New 
this yearïgold eggs redeemable 
for prizes, guess the flavor jelly 
bean contest, and a church-wide 
scavenger hunt.  The children 
also enjoyed a story from the 
Easter Bunny, games and crafts. 

 

Summer Womenôs Bible Study  Starting in June, we held weekly bible study which 
focused on the Women of the Bible. Seven women participated. 

October 25: Pumpkin Carving/Chili Cook-off  This was co-sponsored by the CTK 
Youth and Lutheran Adults for Fun (LAFF) Groups.  Proceeds from the cook-off 
including matching funds from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans went to the Nelson 
family. 

December 5: Advent Festival and Cookie Exchange  Approximately twenty people 
attended.  The theme was Recycle & Reuse and we celebrated by making crafts from 
recycled materials.  This was the fourth year for the cookie exchange.   

We want to thank everyone who contributed their time, talents and donations, making 
our events a success. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kathy LaChance  

 

Annual Family Retreat 

This year was our third annual CTK 
Camping Family Retreat.  Thirty-five 
congregational members made the trek to 
good old Camp Potowatami.  This year 
the weather was much more cooperative 
so everyone could enjoy being outdoors.  
Saturday, many of us went to Eckert 
Orchards to pick apples.  The picture on 
the right is our wagon ride out to the 
orchards.  Lots of opportunity for 
fellowship, playing games, working on 
craft projects, sharing a meal or just 
sitting around the campfire and relaxing. 



13 

 

Annual Family Retreat (continued) 

This year several of the LAFF members participated by arranging for carpools to bring 
members to the Saturday to join those who were spending the weekend.  Pastor Norma 
Vander Meer led an outdoor evening service and we all enjoyed a great evening meal in 
the camp grounds dining hall.  We finished the evening sitting around a beautiful 
campfire, listening to music, playing games, and of course roasting (burning) 
marshmallows. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Charlene Waggoner 

 

Lutheran Adults for Fun and Fellowship (LAFF) 

The LAFF committee, created this year, is open to all members of the congregation.  It 
is an openly organized group with the goal of providing or supporting at least one 
fellowship event a month for the congregation as a whole.  Activities are designed to 
include the various age groups within the congregation.  Some might be geared more 
for adults while most include the whole family. 

Our 2009 activities included: 

Á May ï Game and Darts Night 

Á June ï Ice Cream Social 

Á July ï Raised funds for the barn raising (our pavilion) 

Á August ï Many LAFF members volunteered at the Race for the Rivers 

Á September ï Carpooled to the outdoor service at our Annual Family Retreat 

Á October ï Progressive Dinner 

Á October 25 ï Pumpkin Carving/Chili Cook Off 

Á November 8 ï Oktoberfest Potluck 

Á December ï Dinner Out 

Meetings are held on the third Monday of each month except December.  They are held 
in the home of a LAFF member to make for a more relaxed and informal setting.  
(Participation in the committee does not mean you need to host a future meeting 
although you are welcome to do so.)  Please let me know if youôd like to be included on 
LAFF committee communications, meeting notes and information about upcoming 
events. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Charlene Waggoner 
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Youth Group Report 

Christ the King youth group experienced a year of blessings!  We are very proud that 
our success is a direct reflection of the commitment of our congregation has to its young 
people.  We were thankful to have Pastor Norma Vander Meer and several members of 
the congregation lead youth group to finish up the ñMaking Connectionsò series.  The 
Senior High youth met regularly throughout the school year for fellowship and bible 
studies.  

In 2009 we experienced many successes! 

Á In February we started the year off by winning the Annual Youth Food Challenge!  
We collected 706 items.  All items collected went to the OASIS Food Pantry.  

Á The youth group stepped in to provide an Easter Breakfast for the congregation.  In 
the past this has been a confirmation event.  The youth group has been helping 
keep the tradition alive.  We were delighted this year to have the Second Sunday 
Clubôs assistance! 

Á The youth have continued to support Fair Trade by selling Equal exchange 
products.  These products help support small farmers in third world countries and 
earned a small amount for youth activities and trips.  

Á Many of our youth supported activities sponsored by the Family Ministries.  These 
youth participated in VBS and an annual Pumpkin Carving/Chili cook-off.  

Á We had our 3rd annual School supply drive at Wal-Mart.  Items collected were 
given to the OASIS Food Pantry and distributed to families in need within the  
St. Charles County area.  

Á We enjoyed another Stone Soup party!  

Á In December the youth help organize and direct ñThe Littlest Magiò.  This was the 
third year that the Youth have put on a ñYouth directed Pageant or Playò. 

The most amazing experience this year by far, was the ELCA National Youth Gathering. 
Christ the King sent a group in conjunction with the St. Louis Metro Youth Coalition.  
The event held in New Orleans was appropriately titled Jesus-Justice-Jazz.  Our group 
consisted of 7 youth and 2 adults!  This was quite 
an accomplishment considering the size of our 
congregation and that it was our first time.  The 
fundraising alone was a significant effort which 
included generous sponsorships from our 
congregation members, Culverôs nights, garage 
sales, selling Pizza Street cards and Equal 
Exchange coffee sales.  

The first half of our year was full of study and 
preparation for the ñGathering.ò The only way to 
describe that journey is unforgettable. It was a 
journey of faith. God provided every resource 
needed, which alone is a tremendous lesson in 
faith.  The trip challenged our youth and adults to 
listen more, love without judgment and learn 
through the experiences of others.  The youth were 
very proud to share their experiences during the 
ñCongregation Appreciationò dinner. 
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St. Louis Metro Youth Coalition

Fellowship Dinner (Day 2) 

Civil Rights Museum

Memphis, TN (Day 1)

Servant Life Project (Day 4) Learning Mall-Workshop (Day 5)

Youth Group Report (continued) 

 

2009 ELCA Youth Gathering 

New Orleans, LA 

Tuesday July 21st ï Sunday July 26th 

 

 

The ELCA Youth Gathering is going back to 
New Orleans in 2012 to continue the good work 
and learn about the new house God is building, 
ñA holy temple in the lord; in whom you also are 
built together spiritually into a dwelling place for 
God.ò (Ephesians 2:21b ï 22) 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Angi Sorenson 

 


